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Nurturing Learning in a Caring Environment 

 

Welcome to our new 
staff members! 
 

Miss Kassandra James 

My name is Miss James, and I 
am entering in my second year of 
teaching as the new Grade 5/6 
homeroom teacher. I am original 
from Val Marie, Saskatchewan 
and grew up on a farm outside of 
town.  I went to University in Re-
gina for about five years. I enjoy 
painting for fun along with taking 
care of my plants. I am a strong 
believer in making connections 
and doing hands-on learning with 
students to help guide them in 
their learning journey. I am so 
very excited to be here in Moss-
bank School and I look forward 
to having an amazing school 
year with you!  

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Anthony Thiessen 

 

My name is Mr. Anthony Thies-
sen. I am a husband, and the 
father of two teens. The oldest is 
our 17 year old boy who we 
adopted while in Africa and our 
baby is our 15 year old princess. 
They both play basketball and 
love music, which they come by 
honestly. Their mom is a talented 
singer! I love basketball.  
I love sports, the outdoors, trav-
elling and teaching. I grew up on 
a farm in a Mennonite community 
in northern Alberta, La Crete. I 
can speak Low German and 
Spanish, though it seems time is 
fading them a bit.  
I will be teaching Gr. 7 ELA, Sci-
ence, Math, PAA 7/8 Art, Gr. 5/6 
PE and Gr. 3/4 SS. I bring years 
of experience teaching and work-
ing in Canada, Africa and Mexico 
to the classroom. Most of my 
time in the classroom has been 
with middle years students and I 
feel a special connection with 
this age group.  
I am here to do my best to serve 
Mossbank. 

 

Welcome to our new 
students! 

Yaroslava, Hailey, Taylor, Vitalii, 
Karley, Dom, Anna, Avery,     
Owen, Braxtyn, Dylan, Jaxson, 
Grady, Emmett, Myles, Liam,  
Samantha. 

 Thank you! 
• Thank you to Brenda 

Kochanowski-Schepp (Mrs. 
Briens’ Mom) for the delight-
ful basket of goodies for the 
staff to kick off the new 
school year. 

Upcoming Events: 
 

September 1-First Day of School for 
Grades 1-12 

 

September 6-Labour Day  
  
September 7-First Day of             
Kindergarten; Wear Pink Day 

 

September 8-International Literacy 
Day 

 

September 10-Youth Safety         
Education Day 

 

September 15-Picture Day, SCC 
Meeting  
 

September 24-No School Alternate 
School Year Calendar 
 

September 27-Early Dismissal Day 

 

September 28-Newsletter 
 

September 30-Orange T-Shirt Day 

 

October 1-No School Alternate 
School Year Calendar 
 

October 5-Wear Pink Day 
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Mossbank School Update – Sept. 7th, 2021 

 

 Welcome back to school!  We hope everyone had a fantastic summer. Welcome to Miss James and 
Mr. Thiessen.  We also said farewell to Ms. Mills, as we were reduced in EA time.   Other than that, our 
teaching staff remains the same as last year. We have 125 students in the school this year (120.5 FTE).  
This is the highest we have been for many years.  I would like to share with you several of our school pro-
cedures so that things start off smoothly.  These have been shared with the student at their first assembly. 
   

The Mossbank School policies and procedures appear in the front of the student agenda books 
and on our website.  All of the students get an agenda book, so you can have a look at those.  It is good to 
get students into the habit of using their agenda books, as they are also a great communication tool be-
tween home and the school/teachers, especially for elementary students. 

 

Firstly, we want to remind you that Mossbank School is a Nut Allergy school, so we are NUT 
FREE.  Please do not send nuts or nut products to school.  We have people in our building who have se-
vere allergies to nuts, and we want to keep everyone safe.  We also encourage you to talk to your children 
about washing their hand frequently and not sharing their food with Jack Nagel and Kolton Breault, both in 
grade 4. 

 

 This is a list of our bell times: warning bell-8:44; announcements and O Canada-8:48 followed by 
the first class which ends at 9:55. Noon hour for elementary students is 12:20 to 12:55 (warning bell) and 
classes resume at 1:00.  Noon hour for H/S students is 12:20 to 1:05 (warning bell) and classes resume at 
1:10. Home time is 3:30. HS has 5-minute breaks between classes, while elementary students have 2-13 
min. recesses.  Kindergarten is every even day on our 6-day rotation, and they start on Tues., Sept. 7th.  
There will be a list of bell times and a rotation calendar posted on our school website.  The year calendar is 
posted on the PSSD website. 
 

 Our School Academic Goals this year is back to reading.  In light of the pandemic, we want to go 
back to basics and make sure that we address any reading gaps that have occurred for all our students.  
We will continue to do some early dismissals for staff to plan for reading success throughout the year in 
their Learning Improvement Teams.  On early dismissal days, students are released at 2:30. 
 

 For our Student Well-Being goal, we will be focusing on Mental Health and Well Being.  Students, 
staff, parents, and our community will all need a lot of support as we enter this next school year.  We want 
everyone to know we are here for you and our students.    
   

Again, in terms of attendance, please contact the school by note or phone for absences.  A note 
can go to the homeroom teacher or Mrs. Anderson or make the call to the office.  Students need to catch 
up on any work they have missed—Google Classroom and See Saw will be up and running for student ref-
erence to missed work.  Students are also expected to be at registration and in classes on time.  Remem-
ber, the first morning bell is at 8:44 and the first afternoon bell is at 12:55 (elementary) and 1:05 (high 
school).  Also, if students leave during the day, they must check in with the teacher or at the office to say 
they are leaving the building, even if they are going with their parents.  Only grade 11 and 12 students are 
allowed to leave during their spares, and they MUST sign in and out at the office.  For safety reasons, we 
need to know who is and isn’t in the building.  Remember that we have the alternate school year, so try to 
book appointments on Fridays off as much as possible.   

 

 Supported Learning will occur under teacher supervision.  This may be in the classrooms or the 
library as needed.  The library is a place for students to finish their work from class or do homework in a 
quiet environment.  If students skip out of Supported Learning and do not get their work done by the next 
day, they will then be placed on detention.  In other words, school work has to get done—it is not an option.  
This includes online classes to ensure that students are keeping up with their due dates. 
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 Please be aware of the technology device procedures in our school.  It is a privilege for student to 
be able to have their cellphones etc. at school.  We ask that students avoid using Facebook videos, Netflix, 
or iTunes Media Store while at school, as it bogs down our bandwidth and becomes a problem for students 
doing online classes and when classes need to use the internet.  We know that most high school students 
communicate with each other through Snapchat, but we want to encourage students to not access snap-
chat during class time.  If we find that technology devices are being a problem, for any reason, they will be 
removed from the classroom and parents will have to come get them. 
 

 For our dress code policy, we ask that everyone dress in a conservative manner--no slinky/gaping 
clothes, plunging necklines, short shorts (especially athletic shorts); also, no alcohol/drug labels, or rude/
explicit sayings, and underwear should be covered up (no blatant displaying).  We reserve the right to re-
quest students to change or cover up.  We appreciate your support in this and teaching the students when 
and where things are appropriate.  Remember, we are a K-12 school and little eyes are always watching 
the bigger kids and following the trends.   
 

 We will continue with Wear Pink Day on the first Tues. of every month to bring awareness to bully-
ing.  Staff and students can wear clothing and accessories that are pink (ex. shirts, hats, ties, wrist bands, 
boas, hair bands, socks, ribbons, tape, etc.).   
 

 We will hold emergency drills once a month.  These drills will consist of different emergency proce-
dures like fire drills, intruder/lockdown drills and tornado drills.  Staff will walk students through everything 
they need to know and do. If you happen to come to the school when we are having a lock down drill, you 
will see that the office will be locked.  That is why it is always important for you to report to the office when 
you enter the building.  Quietly go back out to your vehicle and call the office.  If this were a real lockdown, 
you would need to hide/take cover and remain absolutely quiet.     

 

 We respectfully ask everyone to abide by our parking lot rules:  DO NOT walk between the buses; 
DO NOT walk through the staff parking lot on the elementary side; and DO NOT leave the parking lot in a 
vehicle at the end of the day, unless the buses have left before you;   DO NOT exit the parking lot by going 
over the curb.  When parents are picking students up or dropping them off, please use the process we used 
last year:  park along 1st Avenue facing east, enter the parking lot single file, and park in the bus loading 
zones in front of the school after the buses have left.  Please discuss this with anyone else picking up or 
dropping your child off.  Please drive in a cautious manner whenever you are on the streets around the 
school (Note the speed limit is 30 km/hr in front of the school), obey the stop signs, and always be on the 
look-out for children in the school zones.   
 

 We encourage students to snack on healthy foods at breaks and bring nutritional lunches.  Energy 
drinks are banned at school--they will be confiscated and poured out. We also ask high school students to 
not keep 2L pops in their lockers or 6/12-packs of pop.  Water is a healthy alternative—it is nature’s nutri-
tional drink!  Please do not send pop for elementary students at all, and we will be asking organizations 
who sell food in our school for fundraising to offer juices or water (instead of pop) and nut free snacks. Ele-
mentary student will not be using microwaves this year again.  Thermoses are a great alternative for warm 
lunches and beverages, get students out onto the playground in a timely manner, and do not require moni-
toring.     

 

 If you DO NOT want your grade 7/8 student to go down town at lunch hour, please notify us.  Ele-
mentary bus students are not allowed to go down town unless they have permission from home.  Town stu-
dents may go home for lunch as usual. 
 

 Please remember to send the forms back promptly to the office.  That helps us to keep things run-
ning smoothly. We will continue to contact families by email this year, so please be sure to keep you email 
accounts in working order and include your correct email address on the registration form.  We also have a 
Facebook account (Mossbank School) and frequently convey information that way.  News from Prairie 
South School Division, especially pertaining to the pandemic, will be conveyed through your email from 
head office.  
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 The Provincial Student Data System call MySchoolSask (MSS for short) is now up and running 
after going through updates over the summer.  Students will continue to use the student portal, and parents 
will be using the parent portal.  If you need help on how to operate it on your phone, please contact us for 
help or see the instructions on the PSSD website under the parent tab.  In the parent portal, you will see 
information about your child’s academic progress and attendance.  Report cards will also be 
pushed out through the portal.  If you have trouble with the Parent Portal, you must contact Mrs. 
Rutko directly for the fix.   
 

In terms of absences, if you know your child will not be in school, please contact us, preferably 
ahead of time @306-254-2449.  If the student is going to be away for more than a day or two, we have our 
online platforms, Google Classroom and See Saw, ready and waiting to help you out with at-home learn-
ing.  Just let the teacher know.   

 

Be sure to visit our website: https://www.prairiesouth.ca/school-contact/mossbank-school/  Face-
book page:  Mossbank School, or Instagram:  Mossbank School.  Finally, if you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact any one of us.  We hope to see you all at our school events and hope everyone 
has a great year!  

 

----    Leanne Rutko Leanne Rutko Leanne Rutko Leanne Rutko ––––    Principal Principal Principal Principal     

----    Kindness Matters Kindness Matters Kindness Matters Kindness Matters ----    Kind Thoughts; Kind Words; Kind Deeds Kind Thoughts; Kind Words; Kind Deeds Kind Thoughts; Kind Words; Kind Deeds Kind Thoughts; Kind Words; Kind Deeds ----    

    

First Day of SchoolFirst Day of SchoolFirst Day of SchoolFirst Day of School    
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COVID Update 

 

We are back at school with new guidelines for COVID safety.  One thing I will make absolutely 
clear, is THERE WILL BE NO HARRASSING OTHERS if they choose wear or not wear a mask.  That 
is no one else’s business but that staff/student/parents.  Bugging, teasing, or harassing will not be tol-
erated! Period!  Please see the PSSD guidelines below: 

 

-It is strongly recommending that students/staff who are not vaccinated and students under 12 years 
old wear a mask, especially in areas where there are mixed cohorts, as in on the bus, in the hallways, 
in the washrooms, or in the gym with students from other classrooms (not outside).  HOWEVER, this 
is parents’/students’ choice to decide this.  Disposable masks will still be available at the school if any-
one wants one.   
 

- if student have COVID symptoms, PLEASE STAY HOME – don’t come back to school until after 
symptoms have passed.  Staff could still ask parents to pick students up if they are sick at school 
(fever, bad cough, chest congestion).  Teachers will continue to post work on Google Classroom or 
See Saw. 
 

- we still recommend distancing when needed, and there will be seating plans on the buses and in 
classrooms for contact tracing purposes. 
 

- hand sanitizer will continue to be available on the bus and at school. 
 

- regular hand washing (several times a day) is encouraged, especially the younger students, and be 
sure to wash hands/sanitize before eating. 
 

- visitors from in and out of the community will still sign in when coming into the school, and it is 
strongly recommended that anyone unvaccinated wear a mask if they come into the school. 
 

- the school will continue to be disinfected daily and keep workstation and electronics sanitized. 
 

- we strongly recommend students continue to use water bottles instead of drinking from the fountain. 
 

- all extra curricular activities will go on as regularly scheduled unless we hear differently. 
 

- it is still strongly recommended that eligible staff and students get vaccinated. 
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September/October 2021 

SunSunSunSun    MonMonMonMon    TueTueTueTue    WedWedWedWed    ThuThuThuThu    FriFriFriFri    SatSatSatSat    

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

1  Day 1 
 
 

First Day of 
Classes for 

Grades 1-12 

2  Day 2 
 
 
 

3  Day 3 
 

 

4 

5 6   
 

Labour Day 
 
 

 

7  Day 4 
 
Wear Pink Day 

First Day of  
Kindergarten 

8  Day 5 
 

International 
Literacy Day 

 

9  Day 6 
 

  
 
 

 

10  Day 1 
 
 

Youth Safety 
Education Day 

 

11 

12 
 
 

13  Day 2 
 

14   Day 3 
 
 

 

15  Day 4 
Picture Day 

 
 
 
 

SCC Meeting 

16  Day 5 
 
 

17 Day 6 
 

 

18 
 

 

19 
 

 

20  Day 1 
 

 

21 Day 2 
 
 

 

22  Day 3 
 
 

23 Day 4 
 

24  
 

No School 
(Alternate 

School Year   
Calendar) 

25    

26 27 Day 5 
 
Early Dismissal 

Day 
 

28  Day 6 
 

Newsletter 

29  Day 1 
 

30  Day 2 
 

Orange Shirt Orange Shirt Orange Shirt Orange Shirt 
DayDayDayDay    

1 
No School 
(Alternate 

School Year   
Calendar) 

2222    

    


