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Nurturing Learning in a Caring Environment 

 Thank you! 

• Thank you to the SCC for 
providing snacks for Family Lit-
eracy Day! 

• Thank you to Mrs. Clements for 
organizing activities for the stu-
dents in the library for Family  
Literacy Day! 

Upcoming Events: 

January 27-Final Exams, Family Liter-
acy Day, Newsletter 
 
January 28-Bantam SW Section Curl-
ing Glentworth 
 
January 30-No School Teacher Prep/
LIT Day 
 
January 31-Quarter 3 Starts 
 
February 1-Grade 9-12 Report Cards 
on the Portal 
 
February 2-Groundhog Day 
 
February 4-Bantam District Curling 
 
February 7-Wear Pink Day 
 
February 10-No School 
 
February 13-17-SRC Valentines Week 
 
February 14-Valentines Day SRC For-
mal/Royal Day 
 
February 15-Provincial Day of Pink, 
SCC Meeting 
 
February 20-Family Day Holiday 
 
February 21-24-Winter Break 
 
February 27-Newsletter 
 

Gloria McKechnie – Mossbank 
School Sub 
Imagine being in school for 78 
years!!!. Well, that is about how 
long our substitute teacher, Mrs. 
Gloria McKechnie has been in 
school—not even lying!  Gloria will 
be 84 years young in Feb., and she 
still comes into Mossbank School 
to sub and volunteer!  Gloria grew 
up on a farm north of Crane Valley.  
She attended school at Currie 
Country School and then finished 
her grade 11 and 12 at the then 
new Crane Valley School.  She had 
always wanted to be a teacher, so 
following graduation, she attended 
Teacher’s College in Moose Jaw 
(one year teacher’s training in 
those days).  She had three job 
offers at the end of the year and 
chose Spring Valley.  She also 
taught at Centre Ridge and Ardill.  
She married her sweetheart Herb 
in 1959, and their first child, Cheryl, 
was born in 1961.  In 1962, she 
had decided to “quit teaching for 
good” to raise a family.  They later 
added children Gregg and Gerry to 
their fold. Life for Gloria and Herb 
consisted of doing all of the things 
farm parents of that era did:  farm, 
raise their children and be involved 
in their events, and be involved in 
the community, church, Sunday 
school, and 4-H.  During this time, 
she also subbed at Mossbank 
School and took university classes 
whenever the right ones were of-
fered in Moose Jaw, Assiniboia, 
Gravelbourg and Regina to earn 
her degree just in time for her to 
return to full time teaching at Moss-

bank in 1984.  This was also the 
year their first grandchild was born! 
Over the years, Gloria taught every 
grade in the school from K to grade 
12 (but not every subject).  Gloria 
officially retired from teaching in 
June of 2000. Since that time, Glo-
ria has been the most reliable sub 
and has even had occasional tem-
porary contracts when we have 
needed her.  The students don’t 
dare disrespect Mrs. McKechnie—
it would be like disrespecting your 
grandma!  Although Gloria’s life-
long love, Herb, has passed on, 
she still has a growing family with 9 
grandchildren and 15 great grand-
children with one more due in 
June. Many people talk about be-
ing a teacher as “not just a job,” but 
“who we are.”  It is a passion we 
really can’t even explain. This is 
our Gloria!  

Please be sure to contact the office 
at (306) 354-2449 or email ander-
son.carolyn@prairiesouth.ca  to let 
us know if your child/ren are going to 
be absent and let us know the reason 
as we need it with our MSS student  
program for accurate records.  Thank 
you! 

Located on Treaty 4 Territory, the original 

lands of the Cree, Ojibwe, Saulteaux,    

Dakota, Nakota, Lakota, and the homeland 

of the Métis Nation 
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Mossbank School Update – Jan. 27, 2023 

Well, January has been kind to us, for the most part, but remember that winter is not over.  The 
temperatures are expected to dive again, so please make sure that students are prepared with winter cloth-
ing, especially if they ride the bus.   

 
For our School Academic Goals this year, we continue to incorporate reading interventions and en-

richment for those who need it, and we are making great progress! Grade 1’s were assessed in Jan. using 
the Fountas and Pinnell Reading assessment, and they were at 80% proficient or higher in reading at grade 
level.  Way to go grade 1’s--you are ROCKING it! 

 
Growth Mindset is part of our Learning Improvement Plan (LIP) Student Well-Being goal for this 

year.  We are constantly encouraging our students to keep an open and growth mindset in all they do.  For 
this next little while, we want to focus on grit and resilience.  Students need to understand that things 
aren’t always easy.  But by showing grit and sticking with it, they can achieve really amazing things.  I heard 
a comment the other day that said “confidence comes from proving to yourself that you can do hard 
things,” and that is so true. Grit is what gets us there. Encourage you kids to persevere, even when it is hard 
to do so. 

 
I feel like I need to address the feeling of the mid winter slump.  January is a hard month.  We are 

not getting enough vitamin D from the sun (you should be supplementing during the winter months), every-
one feels drained, and everyone is grumpy.  If you kids need more sleep time at this time of the year, or 
more outside time to exercise, be sure they are getting that.  Both are necessary for us to get through these 
Saskatchewan winters! 

 
We had an awesome ski trip last week.  The students had a warm day to hit the slopes at Mission 

Ridge, and we all came back in one piece!  Thanks to the financial sponsors for helping us with costs:  Sask 
Lotteries Tip grants and the Prairie South Education Enhancement Fund.  Final exams for grade 9-12 stu-
dents finished today (yesterday for 9/10’s).  Today was also Family Literacy Day.  Thanks to those parents, 
grandparents, and others who came in to read and play games with their children. Thanks, also, to Mrs. 
Clements for coordinating some fun activities in the library.   We are on to our second semester starting on 
Tuesday, Jan. 31st.  Report Cards for 9-12’s will be pushed out on MSS on Wed., Feb. 1st.  We are going to 
have a special Pink Day on Wed., Feb. 15th, in addition to our regular Pink Day on the 7th, to acknowledge 
the Provincial Day of Pink.  Let’s encourage everyone in the community that you see to wear pink on that 
day and join us in bringing awareness to bullying.  Did you know that Mossbank School has been observing 
the first Tuesday of every month for the last 15 or so years?  The more we can teach our kids about standing 
up against bullying, the more chance we have of changing the next generations to come. We have made a 
start, but it is something that needs to be continually addressed in our homes, schools, and in the public.  
Have the conversations with your kids—no one is immune to bullying.   

 

If you have any questions or concerns over the break, please contact Mrs. Rutko at 306-354-7520.  
Also, be sure to visit our social media pages:  website:  https://schools.prairiesouth.ca/mossbank/; Face-
book/Instagram--Mossbank School.   

   

- Leanne Rutko – Principal  

~Kindness Matters:  Kind Thoughts-Kind Words-Kind Deeds~ 

https://schools.prairiesouth.ca/mossbank/
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Nut Alert  
We have students and staff attending 
our school with life threatening aller-
gies to nuts of all sorts and any resi-
due from    products made from nuts. 
Parent/Guardians please do not 
send your child with snacks or 
lunches containing any form of 
nuts. Thank you for your continued 
support in helping us make our 
school a safe place for all. 

SRC Sunglasses Day 



Page 4 

 

J anuar y/Februar y 2023  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

29 

 

 

30   

 

 No School 

Teacher Prep/

LIT Day 

End of Quarter 2 

31 Day 1 

 

Quarter 3 Starts 

 

 

 

1  Day 2 

 

Grade 9-12   

Report Cards  

on Portal 

 

2  Day 3 

 

 

3 Day 4 

 

4 

 
Bantam SW    

District Curling 

 

 

5 6  Day 5 7  Day 6 

 

 

Wear Pink 

Day 

8  Day 1 9  Day 2 

 

 

10 

 

No School 

11 

 

 

 

12 

 

 

13   Day 3 

 

SRC Valentines 

Week 

 

14  Day 4 

 

SRC Valentines 

Week 

15  Day 5 

 

SRC Valentines 

Week 

Provincial Day of 

Pink 

SCC Meeting 

16 Day 6 

 

SRC Valentines 

Week 

17 Day 1 

 

 

SRC Valentines 

Week 

18 

 

 

19   

 

 

 

20   

 

 

Family Day    

Holiday 

21 

 

 

Winter Break 

22 

 

 

Winter Break 

 

 

23 

 

 

Winter Break 

24 

 

 

Winter Break 

25 

 

 

 

26 27  Day 2 28  Day 3 

 

 

 

1  Day 4 2  Day 5 

 

 

3 

 

Teacher Prep/

LIT Day 

No School 

4 

 

 

 


