
 

 

 

 

 
 

November 16th, 2020 
 
Dear Parents: 
 
We are writing today to provide some general information about COVID-19 developments in Prairie 
South and to update you related to the school division response.  We have had a total of 16 positive 
COVID-19 cases in our schools.  This number includes all student and staff cases.  All of these people 
are doing well, and many have recovered and are back at school.  Working together with Public Health 
we can provide these additional facts: 
 

• 15 of the 16 cases have been in Moose Jaw schools. 

• 14 of the 16 cases involve community transmission.  This means that students or staff were not 
exposed to the virus in a school setting. 

• 1 case involved school transmission when a staff member tested positive after working in a 
one-on-one setting with an unmasked student who was later found to be COVID positive. 

• 1 case involved transmission when a student tested positive after eating lunch in a car with a 
friend who was later found to be COVID positive.  Neither student was masked.  

• Our youngest case is a student in Prekindergarten; our oldest is a staff member in their 40s. 
 
While we don’t want people to be sick, the cases we have had have helped us to evaluate our safety 
measures.   We know that to this point, our cleaning and hygiene processes including the use of masks 
are working well, and we are grateful to our facility staff as well as other staff and students who have 
maintained focus in this area.  We have adjusted our mask protocol in a couple of ways to align with 
the provincial recommendations and what we have learned since September, and this adjusted 
protocol is attached. 
 
The additional burden from the increase in positive cases around the province has led to some changes 
in the contact tracing process, and we will see more classrooms in a remote learning situation in the 
future.  While we are prepared to support this kind of learning, we are working hard to keep “regular” 
school operating as normally as possible.  Prairie South does not have any schools where a reduced 
attendance model is necessary at this time.  We have plans in place to implement a reduced 
attendance strategy if this becomes necessary.  
 
On November 13th an outbreak was declared in one classroom at Prince Arthur School in Moose Jaw, 
and on November 15th a second outbreak was declared at Central Collegiate.  This is a term assigned 
and defined by Public Health.  We wanted to let parents know that the use of the term ‘outbreak’ is 
connected to the specific circumstances of a positive case and that there is no need for alarm. 
 



In spite of the success we have had keeping our schools free of COVID-19, we are not doing as well in 
the community at large.  Last week, we requested that all members of the staff at Prairie South Schools 
refocus on their commitment to keeping themselves, their families and their students safe by 
practicing safe behaviours at all times.   We are making the same request to parents and the broader 
community.  We understand that opportunities for students and families have been lost because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and we hope that each of you will reinforce the need for members of your family 
to follow the guidelines that have been put in place by the Saskatchewan Health Authority and the 
Government of Saskatchewan.  If we do this together, we can keep our schools and our families safe. 
 
Thank you for your partnership over the past 6 months.  We’re midway through a marathon, and when 
we get to the end we’re going to be okay. 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Anthony D. (Tony) Baldwin    Robert Bachmann  
Director of Education     Chair, Board of Education 


