
 
 
 
 
 
 
01 November 2019 
 
Dear Prairie South Parents, 
 
Happy November!  I hope that the first two months of school have been filled with fun and learning for 
your children. 
   
We are continuing with the implementation of our new student information system called 
MySchoolSask (MSS). One of the benefits of this system is that student information can be more easily 
shared within schools, across the division internally and eventually across the province. As such, we are 
using a new academic grading scale that has been developed provincially and adopted by a number of 
school divisions also using MSS. Our teachers from grade 1-8 will be using this scale when assessing your 
child’s academic progress.  I have attached the academic scale to this letter, and your child’s teacher will 
be able to explore it with you in more detail.   
 
The target that students want to achieve to demonstrate grade level expectations is indicated by ME. 
ME, meeting expectations, means that the evidence the teacher has gathered shows that the student is 
understanding, demonstrating or applying the skills that the outcome has determined to be important 
for that grade level and subject area. An ME is a good indication that the student is on track to 
successfully demonstrate achievement of the outcome at year end. The classroom teacher will be able 
to provide you with the evidence they have gathered to demonstrate achievement of that level. 
  
Students in grade 1-8 will also be assessed using a rubric called Factors that Affect Student Achievement 
(FASA). In Prairie South we used to call this Traits of Successful Learners. In the same way that we are 
using a provincially agreed upon academic scale, we will use the new provincially agreed upon FASA 
scale to assess the skills that your child demonstrates in regards to being a lifelong learner, having a 
positive sense of self, being an engaged citizen and demonstrating good work habits. This scale is also 
attached. 
 
In the next couple of weeks, you will be receiving information from your school about how to log in to 
your portal so you can view your child(ren)’s progress.  This will allow you to view progress reports and 
other information.  While schools will be happy to print progress reports in unusual circumstances, we 
expect that the portal information will take the place of the traditional printed report card as we move 
forward. 
 
If you have questions about the implementation of MySchoolSask, please speak with your child’s 
principal or teacher.  On behalf of everyone at Prairie South Schools, best wishes for a great November! 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Anthony D. (Tony) Baldwin 
Director of Education 



Academic Scale and Factors Affecting Student Achievement Scale 

Elementary Academic Achievement Scale 

 Term Description  
EX Exemplary Evidence indicates in-depth understanding, demonstration or 

application of the outcome 
ME Meeting 

 
Evidence indicates understanding, demonstration or application 
of the outcome 

AP Approaching 
 

Evidence indicates progression towards understanding, 
demonstration or application of the outcome 

BE Beginning 
 

Evidence indicates initial understanding, demonstration or 
application of the outcome 

 

Factors That Affect Student Achievement (FASA) 

Term Descriptor/Definition 
Lifelong 
Learner 

The student is curious, observant and reflective as they imagine, explore and 
construct knowledge. 

Sense of 
Self 

The student possesses a positive sense of who they are and appreciates the 
diverse beliefs, languages and practices of others. 

Engaged 
Citizen 

The student demonstrates confidence, courage and commitment in their 
contribution to the community. 

Work 
Habits 

The student organizes materials and their time so that they are effective, 
independent and dependable learners. 

 

Scale for Reporting Factors That Affect Student Achievement (FASA) 

C U S R IE, NA 
Consistently 
demonstrates 
the 
characteristics 

Usually 
demonstrates 
the 
characteristics 

Sometimes 
demonstrates 
the 
characteristics 

Rarely 
demonstrates 
the 
characteristics 

Insufficient 
Evidence 
Not Applicable 

  
 
 


