
 

 

Events this Month 

Thurs. Dec. 5 

Popcorn Sale Orders are Due Today 

Fri. Dec. 6 

Ugly Christmas Sweater Day 

Tues. Dec. 10 

S.C.C Popcorn Sale 

Wed. Dec. 11 

Gr. 3-8 Christmas Concert @ 6:30 

p.m. at Alliance Church 

Thurs. Dec. 12 

K- Gr. 2 Christmas Concert @ 6:30 

p.m. at Alliance Church 

Fri. Dec. 13 

Holiday Headwear Day 

Fri. Dec. 20 

Christmas PJ Day 

Last day of school before Christmas 

Break. 

Mon. Jan. 6 

School resumes following Christmas 

Break. It will be a Day 3. 

Salvation Army Adopt-a-Family 
Sunningdale School is participating 
in the Salvation Army’s 
Adopt-A-Family program again this 
year. With your generous donations, 
we will provide hampers for 8 
families. Letters were sent home 
with students on November 28. 
Thanks again for your support! 
 
School Community Council 

The next S.C.C. meeting will be held 

on January 14 at 7:00 p.m. in the 

school Library. All are welcome to 

attend. 

  

Message from Administration  

We had a successful turnout during 

Student-led Conferences. Thank you for 

making your child’s learning a priority. 

Conferences provide children with an 

excellent opportunity to showcase their 

learning, share their excitement about 

classroom activities and build lasting 

memories. If you were unable to attend 

conferences during our scheduled times, we 

encourage you to contact your child’s 

teacher to make an appointment. We 

appreciate your involvement and 

engagement in our school! 

Christmas season is upon us. We have many 

exciting things happening this month such 

as dress-up days, donation collections and 

our two evenings of Christmas Concerts. As 

well, we have an S.C.C Popcorn Sale. Thank 

you to our wonderful S.C.C members for 

volunteering their time to provide special 

events for our students.  

Basketball for students in Grade 6-8 is 

starting up this month as well. We look 

forward to another season of friendship, 

competition and fun. Thank you to our 

coaches for taking the time to develop great 

extracurricular opportunities. Go Grizzlies!  

Student Leadership Council 
The Theme Days for this month are: 
Dec. 6- Ugly Christmas Sweater Day 
Dec. 13- Holiday Headwear Day 
Dec. 20- Christmas PJ Day 
 

 



 

MySchool Sask 

Thank you parents for your patience while 

we learn to use MySchoolSask. Report 

Cards were delivered electronically and can 

be viewed using your parent portal. If you 

still require assistance accessing your 

Parental Portal, please contact the school 

office. For initial account set-up, it is highly 

recommended that you use Google Chrome 

browser on a desktop computer. 

MySchoolSask will be our main 

communication tool for Newsletters, digital 

delivery of Report Cards, attendance 

profiles and assignments. It is vital we have 

updated parent email addresses on file. If 

you have not received an email to join the 

MySchoolSask Parent Portal, please call the 

school office to ensure we have a correct 

email for you. Thank you! 

Facebook 
Please follow us on Facebook for important 
school updates by using the link below.  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Sunni
ngdaleSchool/ 
 
Winter is Here! 

Please ensure your child is dressed 

appropriately for the weather. Mitts, 

toques, scarves, boots, and winter coats are 

important to help reduce the risk of 

frostbite and ensure a positive experience 

for students as they enjoy the outdoors. 

 

 

Safety Patrol  

Thank you to the students who have joined 

Safety Patrol. Since September we have 

hosted three training sessions and now 

have over sixty students as part of this great 

team!  

News from the Band Room 

Hello all,  

Believe it or not, we are already fully 
entrenched in high Christmas Concert 
season.  There will be a lot of community 
music listening opportunities out there over 
the next month. I hope you are able to take 
advantage of it!  Other than all of the school 
Christmas concerts going on, the annual 
Rotary Carol Festival will be held at Zion 
United Church from December 9th to 11th. 
You could also check out the Moose Jaw 
Cultural Centre or many of the churches in 
Moose Jaw for more concert opportunities. 

Of course that means we have our 
Christmas Concert coming up.  Grade 6 and 
7/8 bands will be opening our shows on 
December 11th.  I ask that they arrive at the 
Alliance Church between 5:45 and 6:00 so 
we can set up, warm up and be ready to 
play right at 6:30.  They do not have to wear 
anything specific; just something nice.  As 
Band is a performance based class, 
attendance at performances is required 
barring emergencies. 

As we continue to prepare for our concert, 
it is vital that students are practicing at 
home.  We only have band class 2 days out 
of 6 during which time, we rehearse 
together and get our pieces ready for our 
performance.  Class time is not meant to be 
spent learning notes and rhythms, but it is 
to put all of our parts together musically 
and learn about balance and blend.  Please 
encourage your child(ren) to practice at 
home.  Even an average of just 5-7 minutes 
a day can be incredibly beneficial. 

If you have any questions, please email me 
at walters.joyce@prairiesouth.ca 

Thank you for your continued support of 
the Band Program. 

Yours in song, 

Mrs. Joyce Walters 
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The Importance of School Attendance 

Encouraging regular school attendance is 

one of the most powerful ways you can 

prepare your child for success—both in 

school and in life. When you make school 

attendance a priority, you help your child 

get better grades, develop healthy life 

habits, avoid dangerous behaviour and have 

a better chance of graduating from high 

school. 

When students are absent for fewer days, 

their grades and reading skills often 

improve—even among those students who 

are struggling in school. Students who 

attend school regularly also feel more 

connected to their community, develop 

important social skills and friendships, and 

are significantly more likely to graduate 

from high school, setting them up for a 

strong future. 

 

Here are 10 facts about school attendance: 

1. Absenteeism in the first month of 

school can predict poor attendance 

throughout the school year. Half the 

students who miss 2-4 days in 

September go on to miss nearly a 

month of school. Read more... 

2. Over 7 million (1 in 7) U.S. students 

miss nearly a month of school each 

year. Read more... 

3. Absenteeism and its ill effects start 

early. One in 10 kindergarten and 

first grade students are chronically 

absent. Read more... 

4. Poor attendance can influence 

whether children read proficiently 

by the end of third grade or be held 

back. By 6th grade, chronic absence 

becomes a leading indicator that a 

student will drop out of high school. 

Read more... 

5. Research shows that missing 10 

percent of the school, or about 18 

days in most school districts, 

negatively affects a student’s 

academic performance. That’s just 

two days a month and that’s known 

as chronic absence. Read more... 

6. Students who live in communities 

with high levels of poverty are four 

times more likely to be chronically 

absent than others often for reasons 

beyond their control, such as 

unstable housing, unreliable 

transportation and a lack of access 

to health care. Read more... 

7. When students improve their 

attendance rates, they improve their 

academic prospects and chances for 

graduating. Read more... 

8. Attendance improves when schools 

engage students and parents in 

positive ways and when schools 

provide mentors for chronically 

absent students. Read more... 

9. Most school districts and states 

don’t look at all the right data to 

improve school attendance. They 

track how many students show up 

every day and how many are 

skipping school without an excuse, 

but not how many are missing so 

many days in excused and 

unexcused absence that they are 

headed off track academically. Read 

more... 

 Read more... 
10. Most school districts and states 

don’t look at all the right data to 

improve school attendance. They 

track how many students show up 

every day and how many are 

skipping school without an excuse, 

but not how many are missing so 

many days in excused and 

unexcused absence that they are 

headed off track academically. Read 

more… 

Prepared by the Moose Jaw Literacy 

Network, Shaelyn Knudson 
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